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and provide the following statements to ensure transparency, ethical integrity, and 
compliance with the journal's policies: 

1. Authorship 

All authors listed on the manuscript must have made significant contributions to the work. 
This includes involvement in the conception, design, execution, analysis, or interpretation of 
the research, as well as drafting or revising the manuscript for important intellectual content. 
Each author must approve the final version of the manuscript and agree to be accountable for 
all aspects of the work. 

2. Originality and Plagiarism 

The manuscript submitted to GMJ must be original and not under consideration for 
publication elsewhere. Authors must ensure that their work is free from plagiarism, including 
self-plagiarism, and that all sources are appropriately cited. Any form of text, data, or ideas 
borrowed from other works must be properly attributed to avoid ethical breaches. 

3. Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest 

Authors must disclose any financial, personal, or professional relationships that could be 
perceived as potential conflicts of interest in relation to the submitted work. This includes 
funding sources, affiliations, and any other relationships that might influence the research or 
its interpretation. Please ensure that a conflict of interest statement is included at the end of the 
manuscript, which matches what is declared on the ICMJE conflict of interest form here. 
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4. Ethical Approval 

For research involving human participants, animal subjects, or human-derived materials, 
authors must confirm that the study was conducted in accordance with the relevant ethical 
guidelines and approved by the appropriate ethics committees. A statement detailing the 
ethics approval, including the name of the committee and the approval reference number, 
must be included in the manuscript. For studies that received an exemption from ethics 
approval, the exemption details must be provided. 

5. Consent to Participate and Publish 

Authors must confirm that informed consent was obtained from all human participants (or 
their legal guardians in the case of minors) involved in the study. This includes consent for 
participation in the research and, where applicable, consent for the publication of identifying 
information. Authors must ensure that privacy and confidentiality are maintained according 
to ethical standards. 

6. Data Availability 

Authors must declare the availability of the data supporting their findings. This includes 
providing access to the data upon reasonable request or depositing data in a publicly 
accessible repository. A data availability statement should be included in the manuscript, 
outlining where and how the data can be accessed. 

7. Funding and Acknowledgements 

Authors must disclose all sources of funding that supported the research. Any assistance from 
individuals or organizations that contributed to the work but do not meet the criteria for 
authorship should be acknowledged appropriately. This includes technical support, writing 
assistance, and financial contributions. 

8. Manuscript Preparation and Submission 

Authors are responsible for ensuring that the manuscript is prepared according to the journal's 
submission guidelines. This includes adherence to formatting requirements, proper citation of 
references, and the inclusion of all necessary sections as outlined in the Instructions for 
Authors. Authors must also ensure that the manuscript is free from errors and is ready for 
submission. 
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9. Compliance with Journal Policies 

By submitting a manuscript to GMJ, authors agree to comply with the journal's policies, 
including those related to ethical publishing, peer review, and the handling of any issues that 
may arise during the editorial process. Authors understand that failure to comply with these 
policies may result in the rejection of the manuscript or, if issues are identified post-
publication, corrections or retractions. 

10. Author Contributions Statement 

Authors must include a statement in the manuscript detailing the specific contributions of 
each author to the research and writing of the manuscript. This statement helps clarify the 
roles of each contributor and ensures transparency in the authorship process. 

11. Corrections and Retractions 

Authors agree to cooperate with the editorial team in the event that corrections or retractions 
are required after publication. This includes promptly addressing any errors or ethical 
concerns that are identified and working with the journal to correct the scientific record as 
needed. 

By agreeing to these author statements, contributors to the Galen Medical Journal affirm their 
commitment to ethical research and publishing practices, ensuring the integrity and quality of 
the work published in the journal. 
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